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PROCEEDINGS 


AGAINST 


_ SAMUEL E. SKETCHLEY. 


Chairman and Treasurer of the 
Kensington Road. 


Kensington, 18h May, 1824. 

I snoutp be afraid of weary- 
ing my readers with this subject, 
were I not satisfied _ that every 
= man of sense will see that itis a 

subject of the greatest import- 
ance to us all. I am _ convinced 
that the matter will not, rest, now, 
until it be well sifted; and 1 am 
convinced, that that sifting will 
prove to the public, amongst other 
things, that the gates at Pimlico 


and at Hyde Park Corner have, 


for several years past, been wholly 
unnecessary for any purposes use- 
ful to the public. This discovery 
will be a very useful one ; and, 
it might not have been made for 
years . yet to come, bad not, the 
extortions of last summer and 
autumn led, by degrees, to an in- 


vestigation of the affairs of this 


road. | . 
Those extortions might be 
deemed not very unnatural in the | 
renters of the tolls ; but, when I 
found that the Chairman of the 
Trustees, who was also the Trea- 
surer of the road; when I found 
that he, whom I had summoned 
as a witness against the extor- 
tioners, voluntarily took upon him- 
self to answer for the honest in- 
tentions of those extortioners ; 
and when I could get from. the 
toll-renters no promise to refund 
the money which had been ex- 
torted, I resolved on proceedings of 
some sort, against this head man > 
of the Trustees. In short, I em- 
ployed Counsel (Mr. Baovanam) 
to move, in the last term, for a . 
rule to show cause why a criminal 
information should not be filed 
against this Chairman. The rule 
was granted, and the following 
are the Affidavits upon which the. . 
application was founded. These 
affidavits will speak for them. 
selves, They contain a pretty 
good history of the transaction. 
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After the affidavits, I shall insert 
an account of what took place in 
the Court of King’s Bench on the 
17th instant, when the question 
was-argued before the Judges of 
that court. When the public have 
all this matter before them, they 
will see the situation in which His 
Majesty’s subjects are placed with 
regard to the trustees of roads. 
They will see, also, what is ne- 
cessary to be done, in order to 
give the public protection against 
powers such as trustees possess. 
—TI have numbered the paragraphs 
of my affidavit, lest I should ‘have 
to refer‘the reader to particular 
parts of it. 





AFFIDAVITS. 


WILLIAM COBBETT, of 
Kensington, in the County of 
Middlesex, Esquire, maketh oath, 
and saith :— 

1. That Samuel Everingham 
Sketchley, Esquire, is,.and for a 
considerable time has been, the 
Chairman of the Trustees of a cer- 
tain turnpike road, lying between’ 
Hyde Park Corner and Counter’s 
Bridge, and parts‘adjacent, in the 
paristies of Chelsea and Kensing- 
ton, in the-county of Middlesex, 
under a liccal Act of Parliament, 
passed in the fifly-first year of 
the reign of King’ George the 
Third, being chapter: thirteen of 
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the Acts of that year, intituled, 
“An Act for enlarging the term 
‘“‘and powers of an Act of His 
‘* present Majesty, for repairing 
‘the road trom Hyde Park Cor. 
‘“‘ner to Counter’s Bridge, and 
‘* certain other roads in the county 
“ of Middlesex.”—That, accord. 
ing to the third section of the said 
Local Act,three-pence was tlie sum 
to be taken, as toll, at the gates 
of the said turnpike road, for a 
one-horse cart, that is, a cart 
drawn by one horse :—That, by 
the New General Turnpike Act, 
chapter 126, of the third year of 
the reign of King George the 
Fourth, intituled, “‘ An Act to 
‘amend the General Laws now 
“in being for regulating turn- 
“ pike roads in that part of Great 
‘ Britain called England,” it was 
enacted, That from and after the 
first day of January 18238, the 
said toll of three-pence should be 
raised, with regard to common 
stage one-horse carts, to four- 
pence halfpenny:—That (on or 
about the said first day of Ja- 
nuary), the said’ toll’ was’ raised, 
and’ was demanded and received 
by the toll-collectors accordingly: 
—That, in the month of July © 
1823, an Act (chap. 95, of the 
fourth year of the reign of the 
present King) was passed, inti- 
tuled, “An Act to explain and 
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“amend an Act passed in the 
“ third year of the reign of His 
“‘ present Majesty, to amend the 
** General Laws now in being for 
“regulating turnpike roads in 
« that part of Great Britain called 
“ England; ” in which Act it was 
enacted, That the said toll for every 
one-horse’ cart should, for the fu- 
ture, be three-pence, as it had 
been before the aforesaid first of 
January 1823:—That, instead of 
reducing the said toll from four- 
pence halfpenny to three-pence, in 
obedience to the said Act of Jtily 
1828, the toll-collectors at the 
gates on the aforesaid turnpike 
road, continued to démand and 
receive the toll of four-pence half- 
penny, until the 16th day of the 
month of October 1823, when they 
desisted in consequence of com- 
plaint made against several of 
them, by this deponent, before the 
Magistrates at Bow-street. 

2. And this deponent further 
saith :—That a large part of the 
hay, straw, bricks, stones, lime, 


and wood, carried upon the said 
road, and that a still larger part} 


of the garden-stuff carried into 
Westminster and London along 
the said road, are carried in one- 
horse carts;—That this deponent 
lives in the High-street of Ken- 
sington, and that, from the obser- 
vations which he has made, he 
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believes, that, on the sail -tutn- 
pike road alone,'a sum greater 
than thirty pounds sterling a-week 
was thus overcharged, demanded 
and received, by the toll-collectors 
aforesaid, from the owners, or the 
drivers, of the said common ‘one- 
horse carts, in open violation ‘of 
the aforesaid Act of Parliament, 
passed in July 1823:—That this 
deponent believes, that upwards 
of three hundred and sixty pounds 
sterling were, at the gates of the 
aforesaid turnpike road, unjustly 
extorted, in manner aforesaid, 
from the owners, or drivers, of 
one-horse carts. 

3. And this deponent. further 
saith:—That, in order to putia 
stop to such extortion, he, this de- 
ponent, went, on the 28th day of 
September 1823, to the toll-cal- 
lectors at two of the toll-gates on 
the said turnpike road, and warn- 


ed them, that, unless they desisted 


from their extortions. aforesaid, 
he, this deponent, would complain 
against them to the magistrates ;— 
That, on the 13th day of October 


1823, he, this deponent, made 


complaint to the Magistrates of 
Bow-street against several of the 
toll-collectors on the said. turnpike 
road :—That, on the 16th day of 
October aforesaid, he, this depo- 
nent, in order to make good his 
aforesaid complaint, appeared be- 
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_the 20th day of the said month of 


should haye taken place :—That 


‘ atall :—That, the before mention- 







_who had been summoned by this 
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fore Sir Richard Birnie, Knight, 
one of His Majesty’s Justices of 
the Peace, when the hearing of 
the complaint was postponed until 


October :—That this deponent 
now found, that the tolls of the said 
turnpike road were rented by one 
Levi (whom this deponent believes 
to be a Jew), or by the said Levi 
and others :—That the said Levi 
appeared before the said Justice 
upon this occasion, and, upon the 
postponement of the hearing be- 
ing ordered, the said Levi asked 
the said Sir Richard Birnie, 
Knight, if he advised him to sus- 
pend the demand of four-pence 
halfpenny instead of three-pence, 
until the hearing and decision 


the said Sir Richard. Birnie ex- 
pressly told the said Levi, that he, 
the said Sir Richard Birnie, would 
give him, the said Levi, no advice 


ed Samuel E. Sketchley, Esq., 
Chairman of the Trustees afore- 
said, (who is also a Justice of the 
Peace), was, at the time last men- 
tioned, sitting on the bench at 
Bow-street, and that the said 
Samuel Everingham Sketchley, 


deponent as a witness, and who 
had received from this deponent’s 
messenger five shillings for his 





fattendance as a witness (as de. 

ponent believes, he, deponent, 

having paid that sum for the pur. 

pose), being summoned and seat. 

ed as aforesaid, did, without be- 

ing- called upon, or asked, or 

appealed to, in any way whatso- 

ever, speak from the bench, and 

say, ‘ Jam sure, that Mr. Levi 

“wants nothing but substantial 

** justice ; but I recommend him 

** to suspend the taking of the 

“ four-pence halfpenny :”—That 

this uncalled-for observation, on 

the part of the said Samuel Ever- 

ingham Sketchley, in behalf of 
people who were in the open vio- 

lation of that law which it was his, 

the said Samuel Everingham 

Sketchley’s peculiar duty to cause 

to be preserved inviolate, did, as 

it was calculated to do, fill the 

mind of this deponent with great 

astonishment. 

4, And this deponent further 

saith :—That, on the 20th day of 
October 1823, the complaints 
aforesaid of this deponent and 
other persons against the toll-col- 
lectors aforesaid, were heard be- 
fore Sir Richard Birnie, Knight, at 
the Police-office at Bow-street :— 
That the said Levi now appeared, 
in his capacity of lessee, or renter, 
of the tolls, to answer to the whele 
of the complaints (being eightee™ 
in number) made against the toll- 
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e. _ -eollectors by this deponent and |‘ before a justice of the peace,” 
It, - others: —That it was admitted,|under this Act :—That this depo- 
rs ~~ on the part of the collectors, that|nent was greatly surprised when 
t.  -they had taken or demanded, four-|he found this passage in the 
™ 4 ' pence halfpenny, and not three-| fiftieth section of the said Act :— 
rr pence, in the cases complained of;|That, at the hearing at Bow- 
; but, they insisted, by their counsel, | street, on the aforesaid 16th day 
| that they had a right to take, or | of October, the said Levi told the 


; a demand, four-pefice halfpenny | Magistrate, that he, the said Levi, 
| § | from common stage one-horse| was at the House of Commons, 
1 | | carts:—That, after a long and and held conversations there, with 
. a patient hearing, the said Sir R.| Frankland Lewis, Esq., a Mem- 
Birnie, Knight, convicted all the| ber of the House, and that he also 
' parties complained of in the pe-| held conversations with the Clerk 
nalty of forty shillings for each|of the House, who was preparing 
7 offence. the Bill: —That this deponent 
i 5. And this deponent, on his| was astonished &t hearing this 

oath, further saith :—That, though | man assert, in so bold a manner, 

the wrong was thus put a stop|that he had thus been consulted, 
_ . to; though it was prevented fromjor, at least, talked with, by a 
= being continued to be done; yet;| Member of the Honourable the 

—» that there was no remedy for the|House of Commons, and by the 
past; no means of getting back} drawer of a Bill, on the subject 
the money which had been ex-j/of a law affecting so deeply a 
torted in manner aforesaid :—That| large part of His Majesty’s sub- 
the said General Turnpike Act of| jects: —That the said Levi did 
the 4th year of King George the | not say, that it was he who sugges- 
Fourth, contains a ‘provision, that] téd the above -cited.. provision, 
** No person or persons, who shall} which now protects the extortion- 
“ ask, or take, more than the toll,| ing toll-collectors against indict- 
‘« shall be prosecuted by indictment | ment for extortion ; but, that he did 
‘* for extortion, or otherwise, nor) Say, that Mr. Frankland Lewis 
shall any other proceeding be| and the Clerk aforesaid, gave him 
*« adopted against such person, or| the most positive ‘assurance, that 
“ persons, for the offence afore-| he might “ safely continue to take 
“ said, other than hy prosecuting | the four-pence halfpenny” as the 
. “for the forfeiture and penalty | toll;on a common one- 
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6. And this deponent, on ‘his|as their authority for demanding 
oath, further saith: —That the | the four-pence halfpenny :—That 
real, immediate, and obvious | the tables induced the owners and 
cause of these acts of wrongdoing, | drivers of one-horse carts, in ge. 
of. gross injustice and extortion, | neral, to-submit to the demand: 
appears to have originated in|—That the learned Counsel for 
the conduct of the said Samuel | the Lessees contended, before Sir 
Everingham Sketchley, Esq.,| Richard Birnie, Knight, that the 
Chairman of the Trustees, as | toll-collectors*were blameless, be- 
aforesaid:—-That, by the twenty-| cause the table of tolls put up 
eighth section of the abovesaid by the Trustees authorized the 
Aet of the fourth-year of His pre- taking of the four-pence _half- 
sent Majesty, the trustees of every penny :—That, therefore, the 
turnpikeroad are required to,.cause | whole, or the chief part, of the 
a table to be put up at every toll- | wrongdoing and extortion afore- 


gate, specifying the amount of the | said was caused by. the tables of 
several tolls to be taken at such | tolls, and that those tables were 


gate :—-That the table, which had kept up at the toll-houses, asafore- 
been put up by order of the said | said, by authority of the said Sa- 
Samuel Everingham Sketchley, | muel Everingham Sketchley, Esq. 


at the gates of the road aforesaid, 


whose duty it was to cause three- 


.tiened, but that it remained un-' lawfully received as aforesaid, 


















stated the toll for a one-horse pence, in the case aforesaid, to be 
cart to be four-pence halfpenny, | written upon the said tables in- 
instead of three-pence :—That this | stead of four-pence “halfpenny : 
table was not only continued after -—That ‘the large sums of money 
‘the ‘passing of the Act last men-| which the aforesaid Levi has un- 








changed even after the and which she sfill retains, he 
at Bow-street aforesaid, and that,|.owes ‘to the tables kept up by 
on the 24th day of October last, authority of the said Samuel Eve- 
this deponent saw, at the toll-gate | yingham Sketchley, Esq. | 

at Kensington, a table; authoriz*// 7, And this deponent, on his 
ing the toll-collectors to demand | oath, further saith: —That the 65th 
and take four-pence halfpenny| section of the aforesaid Act of the 
as the toll of a one-horse cart :—| third yearof His present Majesty 
That these tables were by the toll-| enacts, that no Trustee shall en- 
collectors, shown to the travellers joy any office or any place ‘of 
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' profit under any Turnpike Act, in 
virtue of which he shall act as 
Trustee: —That the Treasurer- 
' ship is an office or a place of pro- 
 fit:—That the said Samuel Ever- 


' since the passing of the said Act, 
and now is, 7reasurer of the said 
- turnpike road, of which road he is 
not only a Trustee, but Chairman 
' of the Trustees:—That the said 
- Act of Parliament authorizes and 
requires the Trustees to appoint 
. the Treasurer, to take securities 
- from him, to wateh over his con- 


: pass his accounts :—That, there- 
fore, in this case, it must have 
been the duty of the said Samuel 
_ appointing himself Treasurer, to 


- watch over his own conduct, and 


- own.accounts, 


_ belonging to the said road, have, 


That he,,. this deponent has been 
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ingham Sketchley. has been, ever 


duct, and to examine, audit and 


Everingham Sketchley to assist in 
take securities from himself, to. 
to examine and audit and pass his 


$,-And this deponent, on his 
oath, further saith :—That he has 
heard, and that he verily believes, 
that large balances of the money, 


for, considerable, periods, been 
kept in the hands. of, the said 
Samuel Everingham Sketchley : 


informed, and that. he verily. 
lieves, that the,said, Samuel Ever-: 
ingbam ‘Sketchley had, in: his 





hands upwards of three thousand 
pounds, belonging to the said 
road, during the whole of the 
years 1822 and 1823; and that 
on the 17th day of February 1823, 
he had in his hands, the sum of 


3,1472. 17s. 4d., besides 8637. . 
14s. 04d., which had been ordered’ 


to be. paid, but which still remain- 
ed in the hands of the said. Sa- 
muel Everingham Sketchley. 


4. And this deponent, on_his.. 


oath, further saith :—That, by the 
said Act of the third year of the 
reigu of the present King, it is 
enacted, That there shall-be an An- 


nual Meeting of the Trustees of — | 


each turnpike road in April, Sep. 
tembet, or October of each year ; 


that at, this meeting the trustees. 


shall examine. and pass the ac- 


counts of the surveyors, clerk, and _ 


treasurer; that, when these ac- 
counts are passed, a statement of 
the receipts and disbursements of 
the road for the yearshall be made __ 
out by. the clerk; -that, within . 
thirty days after this, the. clerk, 
shall transmit this statement to the. 


clerk of the peace of the county in; . 
which the road, or greater part of _ 


it, lies; that the clerk of the peace. 





| 


i 


shall lay this. account . before the | 
next Quarter Sessions ; and, that, 
be~ afterthe Quarter Sessions, any pers. 
son whatsoever, .on paying. certain 
feos, may-see, and make extracts. 
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from such account :—That, on the 
23d of January 1824, this depo- 
nent sent a person to see and 
make extracts from the account 
for 1823, of the above-mentioned 
road :— That this person brought 


for answer, that no account had 


been transmitted to the clerk of 
the peace from the clerk of the 
road abovesaid : — That, there- 
upon this deponent summoned Mr. 
John Battey, the clerk of the said 
road, to appear before the Magis- 
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deponent here beheld, therefore, 
the clerk, whose business it was to 
transmit the account, attempted 
to be defended by the Chair- 
man of the Trustees, (whose busi- 
ness it was to see that the account 
was made up), asserting, that the 
account had not been made up. 

10. And the said deponent, on his 
oath, further saith :—That, owing 
to this disobedience of the law, 
with respect to the annual account 
of the road, the whole of its affairs 


trate at Bow-street, to answer for| remain involved in obscurity :— 
such his neglect :—That the said | That it is, however, certain, that 
Magistrate decided, that (the pe-|much injury has been done to 
nalty being fifty pounds) he had great numbers of His Majesty's 
not jurisdiction in the case:— subjects, and that the said Samuel 
That, upon this occasion, the'said Everingham Sketchley, has been 
Samuel Everingham™ Sketchley, | the principal cause of that injury, 
Esq. was present, and seated on by having neglected to do those 
the bench :—That the clerk, Mr: things which the law required of 
Battey, said, that the time was|him:—That it is certain, that 
not yet arrived tor transmitting. large sums of money have been 
the said ‘accoutit to the clerk of| extorted from the King’s subjects, 
the “peace :—That, nevertheless,| by the ‘toll-collectors aforesaid ; 


April, September, and October, | that it is not less certain that they 
and the thirty days, and the hold- 


ing of the Quarter Sessions, were 
all passed before this deponent 
sent to see and make extracts 
from the said account :—That, the 
said Samuel Everingham Skeétch- 
ley observed, upon this occasion 


cannot now be recovered by the 
injured parties ; and that this de- 
ponent can see no means of pro- 
tection against future wrong and 
oppression of the same kind, and 
to, perhaps, much greater extent, 
unless His’ Majesty’s Court of 


(though he had not been called to King’s Bench shall make the said 


Samuel Everinghaiti Sketchley re- 
sponsible for his conduct aforesaid. 


speak) that the said account had 
not yet been made up :—That this 
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MOSES SPURLING, of 
Young Street, Kensington, in the 
county of Middlesex, Butcher, 
maketh oath, and saith :— 


That he keeps a common stage 
one -horse cart, in the parish 
of Kensington aforesaid :—That, 
between the 20th of July and 16th 
of October 1823, he frequently 
went with his said one-horse cart, 


through the toll-gates of the 


turnpike road, which leads from |] 


Hyde Park Corner to Counter’s 
Bridge :—That, for a part of the 
said period, the toll-collectors at 
the gates aforesaid, demanded of 
and took from this deponent, the 
toll of four-pence halfpenny for 
his said one-horse cart :—That 
he, this deponent, remonstrated 
with Levi, one of the toll-collec- 
tors, and also, as this deponent 
believes, one of the lessees of the 
tolls; and that he told the said 
Levi, that he, this deponent, would 
_ complain of him ta the Magis- 
trates, and summon him:—That, 
after this, this deponent was, by 
all the toll-collectors at the gates 
of the said roads, suffered, for the 
rest of the aforesaid period, to 
pass with his said one-horse cart, 
upon paying the tell of three-pence, 
instead of that of four-pence half- 


penny. 


May 22, 1924. 





466 
JOHN WILKINS, of Hog- 


more-lane, Kensington, in the 
county of Middlesex, Market-gar- 
dener, maketh oath, and saith:— 





That he keeps a common stage 
one-horse cart, in the parish of 
Kensington aforesaid :—That, be- 
tween the 20th of July and the 
16th of October 1823, he fre- 
quently went, with the said cart, 
through the toll-gates of the turn-- 
pike road which lies between 
Hyde Park Corner and Counter’s 
Bridge :—That, during that time, © 
the toll-collectors at the said gates 
demanded of him and took from 
him four-pence halfpenny, as the 
toll of his one-horse cart afore- 
said :—That, since the 16th day of 
October aforesaid, the said toll- 
collectors, at the said gates, ave 
demanded and taken from him,. 
three-pence, as the toll for his said 
one-horse cart. 


JOHN MORGAN COB. 
BETT, of Kensington, in the 
county of Middlesex, Gentleman, 
maketh oath, and saith :— 

That, having been directed by 
William Cobbett, Esquire, to ap- 
ply to the Clerk of the Peace of 
the county of Middlesex for leave 
to examine the accounts for the 
year 1823, of the Trustees of Se 
turnpike road leading fi 






























































467 Procreepines against Samvuet E. Sxercutney. 468 


fa en 
Park Corner to Counter’s Bridge, 


in the said eounty, this deponent 
did, on Thursday the 22d day of 


-January last, so apply, agreeably 


to the 79th section of the 3d of 


George IV. chapter 126 :—That 


this deponent was, by the said 
Clerk of the Peace or his deputy, 
desired to call again on the follow- 
ing day, when the said accounts 
should be ready for his inspec- 
tion :—That deponent did so call 
on the following day (the 23d of 
January) at the office of the said 
Clerk of the Peace, situate at 
Clerkenwell, in the said county, 
when deponent was informed by 
the said clerk, that the said ac- 
counts had not been transmitted to 
him by the clerk of the said turn- 
pike road. © _ 





Such were the Affidavits, no part 
of either of which could be, or 
was, denied by the affidavits or the 
Counsel of Sxercuney. I shall 
now copy from’ the Morning 
Chronicle, the report of the agree- 
ment on the 17th instant; and then 
I shall offer such observations as 
appear to me necessary. ~ 

“Tae Kine v. Samven Ever- 
“nenam Sxercuney, Esa. 
“Last Term, Mr. Brovenam ob- 
“tained a rule, at the instance of 
“ Mr. William Cobbett, _ealling 











‘upon Mr. Sketchley, a Middle. 
‘* sex Magistrate, and one of the 
‘** Trustees and Treasurer of the 
“‘ Kensington Turnpike Trust, to 
“show cause why a criminal in- 
“formation should not be filed 
‘¢ against him for corrupt conduct 
“in his office of Treasurer to the 
“ said trust. Three grounds were 
‘“‘ then suggested for the applica- 
“tion ; first, for corruptly omit- 
‘* ting to cause a table of tolls to 
“be placed at the Kensington 
“turnpike - gate, informing the 
‘* public that the tolls payable on 
‘‘one-horse carts were reduced 
“from four-pence halfpenny to 
“ three-pence ; second, far cor- 
‘ ruptly delaying for an improper 
“length of time to submit his ac- 
“counts to be audited by the 
“ Trustees, pursuant to the Ge- 
“ neral Turnpike Act, 3 Geo. IV., 
“c, 126, s. 78; and, third, for 
“corruptly holding, the office of 
“Treasurer, during the time he 
““ was acting as Trustee or Com- 
“ missioner, contrary to s. 65 of 
“ the same statute. 

“ Mr. Scarterr and Mr. E. 
“Lawrs now shewed cause 


|“ against the rule, ypon affidavits 


“ which appeared to have been 
“ addressed principally to the first 
‘two grounds. As to the first, it 
“was said that it was no part of 
“ Mr. Sketchley’s duty, as Trea- 
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_« surer, to cause a table of tolls 


_ « The Act imposed this duty upon 
_ © the 
_~* though Mr. Sketchley happened 
_ “to be a Trustee, yet it was ex- 
_ “tremely unjust to single him out 
_ “as an offending party, when all 


_ “ liable to be called upon, suppos- 
_ ‘ing the omission to place a table 
_ “of tolls atthe gate in question 
_ ‘+ was such an offence as rendered 


_ “were let by the Trustees upon 
_ “Jease, and if the Lessee, or his 
_ “collector, took improper tolls, 


“to be erected at the toll-gates. 


Trustees generally, and 


* the other Trustees were equally 


“the Trustees liable to an infor- 
“mation. The tolls in question 


“Mr. Sketchley, as Treasurer, 
‘© could not be liable for their mis- 
“‘ conduct. As Treasurer, Mr. 
‘* Sketchley had no interest what- 
‘* ever in the collection of the tolls, 
‘and therefore it would be ex- 
‘« traordinary to call upon him to 
“* answer criminally for an offence 
“« in which he did not participate. 
‘* The fact, however, was, that a 
“table of tolls had been affixed 
“‘ to the gate in question, though 
‘« the clause lowering the tolls had 
“* not been copied literally on the 
‘* board whereon it was: painted. 
‘The complaint that improper 
‘* tolls had heen taken arose. from 
“ this fallacy:.by a former Act, a 
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‘* been imposed on one-horse carts, 
‘‘ when the wheels were of a cer- 
“ tain width; but the difficulty of 
“ ascertaining when that toll was 
‘‘ payable, rendered it necessary 
“to establish a general toll, and, 
“accordingly, by a subsequent 
‘statute, the toll upon all one- 
“ horse carts was reduced to three- 
“ pence, and a notice to this effect 
“was painted on the turnpike- 


“ gate, though the clause reduc- 


“ing the toll was not literally 
“ copied. Since then, however, 
‘‘ this defect had been remedied ; 
“ but supposing the omission was 
‘criminal, Mr. Sketchley was 
‘“‘no more accountable than any 
‘‘ other trustee. At all events 
‘“‘ Mr. Sketchley had completely 
“ purged himself of any corrupt 
“motive, by denying all inte- 
“rest, feeling, or motive upon 
“the subject. Then as to the 
second ground of complaint, 
‘the omission to render an an- 
“ nual account for the year 1823 
‘“‘ was in consequence of the di- 
“ rection of the trustees them- 
“* selves, who at a meeting to con- 
“ sider the provisions of the late 
‘General Turnpike Act, enter- 
‘‘ tained a doubt as to the precise 
‘time at which that Act was to 
“take effect with respect to the 
“ auditing of the! Treasurer's ac- 


‘ toll of four-pence halfpenny had“ caunts. The Act passed in June 





~ 
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‘¢ 1823, and the 78th section di- 
‘« rected, that the accounts should 
* be audited at a general annual 
** meeting of the Trustees in April, 
** September, or October. Now 
“as the Act did not take effect 
“ until June, the Commissioners 
“ thought that the next meeting 
** for auditing the accounts ought 
** to be in April 1824, and _ there- 
“‘ fore they directed Mr. Shetch- 
“ley to prepare his accounts 
“accordingly. Jn obedience to 
“* this direction, he did not pre- 
“‘pare his accounts until April 
** Jast, when they were submitted 
“and audited, according to the 
** directions of the statute. If the 
“ Trustees committed an error in 
“ this respect, it was no fault of 
“Mr. Sketchley, and certainly 
** was no ground for an informa- 
“tion, where all corrupt or im- 
“‘ proper motive was expressly 
“‘ denied. Under these circum- 
* stances it was submitted that 
** the rule for an information must 
“ be discharged with Costs. 

“ Mr. Brovenax, in support of 
“‘the rule, justified the conduct 
“ of Mr. Cobbett in selecting Mr. 
“ Sketchley as the subject of this 
‘‘ application, on the ground that 
“Mr. Sketchley was the only vi- 
* sible and tangible person pre- 
“sented to the public, and who 
“seemed alone to derive benefit 


“from the malversations com. 
“ plained of. By the late Act, 
“every justice of the peace in 
“the county was ex officio a 
“ trustee, and therefore Mr. Cob- 
‘* bett would have found some dif- 
‘¢ ficulty in making any other se- 
‘* lection than he did, Mr. Sketch- 
“ Jey being the only person who 
‘* could be considered responsible 
‘to the public. As to seeking a 
“remedy against the collectors 
‘“‘ for receiving more tolls than 
“were by law allowed, the sta- 
‘* tute imposed only a fine of 40s. 
‘* upon the offender, which was a 
“very inadequate mode of ob- 
“taining redress. Mr. Cobbett, 
“therefore; very properly pro- 
“ceeded against the ostensible 
“‘ public officer, and endeavoured 
‘*to’ make him responsible for 
“the malversations of subor- 
“ dinaté persons. As to saying 


“that Mr. Sketchley was not in- 


“terested in ‘the amount of the 
“ tolls, and that the lessees and col- 
“ lectors alone were benefited, it 
“was quite idle to put forward 
“ that as an answer to the appli- 
“ cation. Mr. Sketchley was most 
“ deeply interested in the amount 
“of tolls which came to his hands. 
“ Tt was true that Mr. Sketchley 
“had, in his affidavit, said that 
“the office of Treasurer had no 
“ salary or gratuity attached to 
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“jt, and that he sought it as a 


‘«* mere honorary appointment, yet 
‘ie also admitted that he had a 


“lpatiance of 8,0002. his hands 
“(ready to be paid when required, 
“ no doubt,) which must certainly 
‘‘ be productive of some advan- 
“tase, The large amount of se- 
“curity which he was required 
“to give was a pretty strong in- 
‘ dication that he had from time 
“to time very large sums in his| 
“ possession. ‘It was not true, 
“therefore, that Mr. Sketchley 
“derived no advantage from the 
“< office of Treasurer, nor had he 
‘ventured to deny that it was 
“productive of benefit to him ; 
“though. he received no fixed 
‘‘ salary or stipend, there were 
‘*‘ modes of employing a floating 


“balance in hand, in a manner |‘ 


“ highly beneficial to the holder. 
<* A very strong motive was there- 
“ fore presented, first, for in- 
“ creasing the receipts of tolls ; 


“and second, for forbearing to | “ 


‘* have the accounts audited. The 
“ Court would determine whether 
«« Mr. Sketchley had given a sa- 
** tisfactory answer to these points 
‘of the case. But there was a 
“ third point which the Counsel 
‘on the other side seemed alto- 
gether to have disregarded, 

“‘ namely, that Mr. Sketchley, 
«« whilst he acted as Trustee, also 


ON 0 bE, MD aT oF 
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“ held the office of Treasurer, — 
‘‘ which was in direct contraven- 

“« tion of the statute, which forbids - 
“any Trustee or Commissioner 


-¢ from holding any office or place 


Act of Par- 
“ of profit under any 7. 


“ liament, in execution of which 
‘he shall have been appointed 
“a Trustee. Now, the office of 
“ Treasurer was a place of profit, 
“as he had already pointed out, 
“and, therefore, he contended, 
c “that on this ground alone, the 
“rule for an information should 
“be made absolute. 

“The Cuter Justice proceed- 
“ed to deliver the judgment of 
“the Court. Sycording to the 
“« practice of the Court, a crimi- 
“nal information could not be 
“ granted against a person filling 
«a public office, unless there was 
« some reasonable ground for be- _ 
“ lieving that he acted from cor- 
‘rupt motives. The point for 
‘the consideration of the Court 
in this instance was, whether the 
“* party against whom this appli- 
‘* cation was made had acted, or 
‘* whether there was any reason- 
“ able ground for thinking that he 
“ had acted from corrupt motives. 
‘« Two principal grounds had been 
** suggested for this motion : first, 
*‘ that the defendant had omitted 
“ to put up a board at the turn- 
“« pike gate in question, inform- 
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‘ing the public that the tolls on 
‘* one-horse carts were reduced 
“from four-pence halfpenny to 
“‘ three-pence ; and, second, that 
“* the defendant had delayed, for 
“* an improper length of time, to 
** submit his accounts to be audit- 
“ed by the Trustees. As to the 
‘* first ground, it was sworn, that 
‘during the period when the 
** cause of complaint arose, the 
‘* tolls were let upon lease ; there- 
‘* fore neither the defendant, nor 
“ any of the other Trustees, could 
** (as far as the Court could see) 
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‘“* Turnpike Act. Whether the 
“* Trustees acted right or wrong, 
“in this particular, it was quite 
“ clear that the defendant was 
“* free from any corrupt motive, 
‘¢ Indeed the Court could not see 
“that the Trustees themselves 
‘‘ had acted criminally, because 
‘‘ their motive might have heen 
‘« perfectly honest, considering 
‘“‘ the terms in which the Act was 
“framed. An error in judgment 
“ could not render their conduct 
“criminal. Then a third ground 
“was suggested by Mr. Brougham, 


“‘ derive any positive benefit or}* namely, that during the time the 


“* advantage from permitting the 
“ Lessee totake the higher tolls, or 
« forbearing to give notice to the 
« public that lower tolls should be 
“« taken. Not seeing how the defen- 
«« dant could derive any advantage 
*‘ from this circumstance, it was 
“ impossible that the Court could, 
** according to their ordinary rules 
“‘ of proceeding, grant a criminal 
** information against Mr. Sketch- 
“ley on this ground. As to the 
“other ground, there was _per- 
“haps less weight than in the 
“ first, because, whether the Trus- 


‘tees had acted correctly or in-, 


** correctly, the defendant appear- 
“ed to have acted under their 
“* orders in, omitting to have his 
“accounts audited within the 
3 time prescribed by the General 








‘defendant was acting as Trus- 
“ tee or Commissioner, he held 
| the office of Treasurer, and it 
“ was contended that the office of 
‘‘ Treasurer was a place of profit, 
‘“ within the meaning of the Act. 
* Upon looking into the Act, 
“Trustees or Commissioners 
“ were prohibited, under a penalty 
“of 1001, from holding any 
“‘ office or place of profit. It was 
“‘ unnecessary to put any COl- 
“struction on this part of the 
* Act, in the present instance, and 
“being unnecessary, the Court 
‘would abstain from doing so, be- 
“cause hereafter they might be 
“ called upon to give 4 judicial 
“ determination upon it, Suppos- 
“ing the office of Treasurer to be 
“a place of: profit, within the 







































































_“nalty. Unless the Court saw 


_ “ penalty, they ought not to inter- 


_“ however, that there was at 


_ “ did not deny that he derived any 
- “ profit or ‘advantage from the 


“opinion (looking to the whole 


_ “to grant an information, yet the 
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“ meaning of the Act, a pecuniary 
“ penalty was affixed to the con- 
* duct of the defendant, and, there- 
“fore, a criminal information! 
“ could not be granted in a case 
‘‘ where the Legislature had given | 
“a remedy by action for the pe- 





“most clearly that the defendant 
‘** was exempt from the pecuniary 
“‘fere by information. Thinking, 
** Jeast an inconvenience in a per- 
“‘ son holding the office of Trea- 
“surer at the same time that he 
‘acted as Trustee, and would 


“ therefore have ‘to audit his own 
‘* accounts, and as the defendant 


“ appointment, the Court were of 
‘* case,) that though they ought not 


“conduct of Mr. Sketchley in 
* holding these two offices, was 
* not so irreproachable (to use the 
“‘ gentlest term) as to entitle him 
‘““ to have the rule discharged with 
““ costs. The rule must therefore 
“be discharged without costs.— 
Role discharged without cests.” 


—_—_— 


In the first place, let me ob- 


, serve, that this is quite as much as'T 


' expected to get ; nothecause more 
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ought not to have been got, mor 


because I thought the Judges were 

not disposed to act justly ; but be- 

cause of their customary and very 

proper reluctance to grant the use 
of the severe weapon, a Criminal 
Information, and because I saw 
how difficult it would be to’ make 
their Lordships form a correct 
opinion of the conduct and mo- 
tives of the party accused. Here 
is a nice little coup-de-patte for 
the Justice- Trustee - Chairman- 
Treasurer, a rap that he will 
not, I think, presently forget ; but 
the Judges did not, and could not, 
have the full means of estimating 
his motives. Indeed, facts have 
transpired since my Affidavit was 
drawn up, which facts would have 
been very important for me to 
state; but I could not staterthem, 
for want of the proof of .their 
trath, which proof I now have. 


I shall now proceed to remark 
on the judgment of the Court, and 
I shall, for the sake of clearness 
and brevity, do this in the form of 
a Letter to the Lord Chief Justice 
himself. 


My Lorgp, ‘ 
Perfectly satisfied that your 
Lordships, according to the view 
of the matter presented to you, did 
justice in this, 1 am desirous, 
nevertheless, to place the matter 
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before you in its full and_ true 

light. The charges were con- 

nected with new and somewhat 
complicated Acts of Parliament, 
and we are not to expect from your 

Lordships more than ought to be 

expected from mortals. 

- There were three charges, as 
follows, to wit: 

1. Having, in his capacity of 
Chairman of the Trustees, 
caused a false table of tolls to 
be kept up at the toll-houses, 
and, by that means, aided and 
abetted the toll-renters in ex- 
torting large sums of money 
from the public. 


IL Neglecting to cause the an- 
nual account of the road to be 
_made up: and-passed in due 
time ; and thus preventing a 
more early detection of certain 

7 ee in wanaging the af- 

. fairs of the road, 

III. Filling the office of Trea- 
surey, at the same time that 
he was a Trustee, the office of 
Treasurer being a place of 
profit. | 


As to the FIRST CHARGE, 
your Lordship is reported to have 
said, that, unless the Court could 
see reason to believe in a corrupt 
motive, it could not, agreeably to 
its practice, grant the criminal 
information ; and, that, as far as 
the Court could see, Sxercuiey 
could have no corrupt motive in 
keeping up the false toll-boards ; 
because, the tolls being let, those 
boards could bring no additional 
money into his hands. 


This, my Lord, was precisely |’ 


© argument made use. of -by 
N r. Law, at Bow-street. « My 
. clients,” (the Jews) said he. 
are not to blame: if an borly 
the 
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* Trustees for keeping up awron 
“ board. My elikone hive he 
in conformity to the T'rustes’ 
“ orders on their board. And, as 
“to the Trustees, what could 
“ they get by keeping up a false 
‘“* board, seeing that the tolls were 
“Jet?” I observed, in answer to 
this, that Mr. Law’s argument was 
worth nothing, unless he proved 
the impossibilit¥ of collusion ex- 
isting in this world ; whereupon 
Levi, casting his eye across to- 
wards our Trustee-Treasurer, said, 
with a sort of rabbinical solen- 
nity: “* A more honourable man 
does not exist in the world!” 
Your Lordship has read, in the 
Holy Scriptures, of a certain 
Steward. He did not pocket his 
lord’s money; but he suffered 
others to pocket it unjustly, And, 
did not this Trustee-Treasurer, by 
disobeying the law, suffer these 
toll-renters to pocket our money 
unjustly? Theaffidavits of Messrs. 
Spurting and Wirxins show, 
that the toll-renters made a dis- 
| tinction; that they set the law at 
defiance in making some pay more 
toll than others for the same sort of 
cartg, J swear, and was ready to 
prove, that this was the case in 
numerous instances; that the thing 
was the subject of common talk. 
And, wy Lord;could this man be 
ignorant of what was going on! 
When detection had taken place, 
he volunteered to recommend the 
toll-renter to take parva 
instead of four-peuce halfpenny, 
though Yo a than the just 
toll was in defiance of the law. 
Why, my Lord, we «must, 10 
such a case, presume motives. 
‘What motives could he have! 
This appears to. me .to be a ques- 





“be to blame, it must 
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tion to be answer , That 
he did the ting cup 
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and Mr. Scarierr said he had 
purged himself, by showing that 
the profit of the wrong went to 
others. A curious purgation, espe- 
cially when we reflect on the para- 
ble above alluded to. 

Mr. Scarverr said, that Mr. 
Sxecrutey was only one of the 
Trustees, and that he ought not 
to have been singled out. What, 
then, my Lord, was | to proceed 
against the hundred or two of 
Trustees, named in the Local Act, 
and against all the Justices of the 
Peace for Middlesex? A goodly 
company for an individual to com- 
plain against. Ob, no! this man 
singled himsélf out. His name 
was on boards, at the gates, as 
** CaainmaNn or tHe Trustees.” 
He was the man who presided 
monthly. He, in short, was the 
‘man who had the chief hand in 
making all bargains and contracts. 
He-took all the money, and paid 
all that was paid. And who was 
} to look to, if not to him? 

This notion about singling out 
appears very strange. What! was 
I to proceed against none of the 
Trustees, ‘unless against ‘all of 
them! How does this square 
with the practice in other cases ! 
If a hundred men be concerned in 
an assault or a riot, or a robbery 
ora murder, are we not to punish 
a part of them, or one of them, be- 
Cause we do not proceed against 
the whole; we cannot, perhaps, 
proceed against the whole for 
want of knowing their names. Just 
so in the case of these Trustees. 
I might possibly get at the names 
of all the Justices of the Peace 
for the county of Middlesex ; but 
how was I to get at the names of 
thése Trustees, whom the Chair- 
man-Treasurer and his associates 
might have elected in private since 
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the passing of the last Local Act? 
This doctrine, if it be sound, must 
be a complete bar to the calling of 
any man to account for his con- 
duct as a Trasteé of a turnpike 
road. Extend thé same doctrine 
to criminals in geheral, and then 
robbers and murderers will only 
have to go in largé bodies in order 
to be sure of impunity. 


The SECOND CHARGE, 
namely, neglecting to cause the 
a | account of the road to be 


made and passed in due time, and 
thus preventing a more early de- 
tection of certain practices in ma- 
naging the affairs of the said road ; 
this charge seems to have been 
wholly misunderstood by Mr. 
Scarerr,.and * but impertectly 
understood by the Court. Mr, 
Scarrerr said, that, on February 
23d, the Trustees resolved, that 
the first annual account should 
not be made up until April 1824. 
That is to say, they resolved to 
disobey the law; and, Mr. Scar- 


Ler seems to farget that his client 
‘was the Chairman of these Tras- 


tees, when they so resolved ! 
However, it will be best perhaps 
not to rely upon this newspaper 
report with regard to the speech 
of Mr. Scarvert; for this report 
makes liim talk all sorts of non- 
sense, and utter all sorts of false- 
hoods. * It makes him say, that a 
table of tolls was put up ; but that 
the “‘ clause was not copied lite- 
rally.” This is sheet nonsense. 
There was no clause upon an 
of the bvards, literal or not: li- 
teral. A board of tolls authori- 
zing the taking of four-pence 
penny had been put up in Ja- 
nuary 1823; but that ought 'to 
have been taken down in July 
1823, and a table put up, autho- 


rizing no more than three-pence 


Q 











_ or October of every 
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to be taken instead of four-pence 
halfpenny. This was not done. 
Out of this omission the injury to 
the public arose. This report 
makes Mr. Scarverr say, that the 
Act relative to the accounts (men- 
tioned in this second charge) ; the 
report makes Mr. Scarverr say 
that this Act was passed in June 
1823, and that therefore April 
1824, was within the twelve 
months. Nonsense, Mr. Scar- 
tert! The Act was passed on the 


_ 6th of August 1822. .It went into 
_ effect on the first of January 1823. 
. An annual account was ordered 
_by this Act to be passed in the 
month of April, September or 


October 18223; but, your client 


_ and his associates, as you tell us, 


resolved that they would pass no 
account of their road until April 
1824! Oh! brave and well- 
purged client! He and his asso- 
ciates receive an Act of Parlia- 
ment, ordering them to pass an 
account in 1823, and they at once 
resolve that they will not pass.it 
until the fourth month in 1824! 


_ Their reasons for this, and. parti- 


cularly the reasons of your client, 
we shall perhaps see by-and by. 
Now, my. Lord, leaving Mr. 


_ Scarterr, I perceive that the 
_ above report makes your Lordship 


observe, that the defendant acted 


_ in this case, “ under orders of the 
_ Trustees.” I beg your Lordship 


to observe, that it was under his 
own orders then ; for, he was the 


_ Chairman of those Trustees ! 


As to this charge, my Lord, the 
law is clear, precise and positive. 
Your Lordship will presently see 


_ the great utility of this account. 


The law orders. it to be made out 
in the inonth of April, September, 
ear; to be 
then transmitted to the Clerk of 
the Peace of the’County. Nothing 


can be more positive or clear than 
the law is as to this matter. There 
was no excuse whatever for dis. 
obeying this part of the law. The 
defendant was Chairman of the 
Trustees, and it was the business 
éf the Trustees to see that the 
law was obeyed. The report 
makes your Lordship say, that 
the Court cannot see any corrupt 
motive in this disobedience of the 
law. Let us say nothing about 
motives, then, for the present; but, 
now let me have the liberty to 
state to your Lordship some of 
the actual practical mischiefs of 
that disobedience of the law, ol 
which I here complain. 

The account is ordered to be 
transmitted to the Clerk of the 
Peace, in order that the public 
may get a sight of it; and, in 
order that that public may see a 
little about what is done with the 
money collected upon turopike 
roads; and your Lordship will 
presently see the very great utility 
of this part of the Turnpike Act 
of the third year of the Kings 
reign; -but your Lordship will 
also see, that this part of the law 
must be of no use at all, if Trus- 
tees can withhold the account 
from the Clerk of the Peace with 
impunity. _ | 

am now, my Lord, going ' 
take the liberty to give you a sot 
of history of the manifest desig? 
of this act of disobedience of = 
law. Early in the month of a 
last, the Chairman-Treasurer an 
nine of his brother Trustees, P& 
titioned the House of Commer) 
for a New Local Act, which ms 
have continued the affairs of te 
road in the hands of them, 
some of them, . for twenty -00" 
years longer. Several. persons ® 
ensington and Fulham petitio® 





ed against this Bill, partly "P 
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oh bear in mind this declaration 
made to the House of Commons! 


© asked for by the Chairman-Trea- 
> surer and his associates. In their 


| present tolls was not. more than 


' road; and those purposes could 





the ground of its having been 


tition to the House of Commons, 
they stated that the produce of the 


sufficient for the purposes of the 


not be fulfilled unless the present 
tolls were continued by a new 
Act. 

Your Lordship will please to 


by this Chairman-Treasurer and 
nine of his associates. I and 
many of my neighbours so heavily 
oppressed by tolls, suspected that 
this statement. was false. We sus- 
pected that the Chairman-Trea- 
surer had a large sum of the 
road’s money in his hands; and, of 
Course, we suspected that the tolls 
might be lowered. At the same 
time that we saw this petition we 
saw a copy of the Bill brought in 
by the House of Commons ; and 
im the preamble of that Bill, we 
saw it asserted, that the Trustees 
could neither pay off the debt of 
the road, nor keep the road in a 
proper state, without a continua- 
tion of the present Local Act. 
We suspected this preamble to 
be false, as well as the petition 
above - mentioned ; but, owing, 
may it please you Lordship, to our 
being unable to get at a sight of 
the account of the road, we could 
not, in onr petition, tell the House 
of Commons that it had been im- 
posed upom by falsehoods. In 
vain, my Lord, had I applied (as 
is stated in the Affidavit of J. M. 
Cobbett); in vain had I applied at 
the office of the Clerk of the 
Peace, for a sight of the account. 
The Chairman-Treasurer and his 
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taken care that it should not be 
transmitted to the Clerk of the 
Peace. They knew that that ac- 
count would give the lie direct to 
the preamble which they had put 
into a Bill to be presented to the 
House of Commons. 

They carried their Bill on 
through all its stages in that 
House in spite of our petition. 
The Parliament was adjourned, 
when they transmitted their ac- 
count to the Clerk of the Peace-on 
the 22d of April. On the 26th 
the Parliament met. On the 3d 


was about to be read.a third time. 
On the 4th of May I got a copy 


the Peace. On the Sth of May I 
presented a petition to the House 
of Commons; in this petition I 
inserted a copy of their account; 


false : but, alas! my “Lord, I was 
too late! The Bill had passed the 
Commons on the 4th of May, and 


similar petition, however, I pur- 
sued it to the Lords. It had there, 
in its wonderful speed, got throu 

a second reading betore I oid 
overtake it. And, however, with 
the valuable account got from the 


and agents, in a Committee-room 
of the Lords, where, by means of 
the account, and by no other 


were brought to the determination 
that the preamble of the Bill had 
not been proved! The conse- 
quence was, that, by a motion for 
recommitting the Bill that day six 


together with the scheme for hand- 





associates and their clerk, had 


Q:2. 


of May, I heard that their Bill . 


of their account from the Clerk of . 


by this account I showed that their - 
tition and their preamble were - 


was gone tothe Lords! With a . 


Clerk of the Peace, I faced the - 
Chairman-Treasurer, with all his . 
associates, their surveyors, clerks. - 


means whatever, their Lordships . 


months, these false allegations, ._ 
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ling the money of this road for 
twenty-one years longer, were 
thrown aside, were cast out, and 
we were rescued from this danger 
for the present at any rate. 

Is it possible then, my Lord, that 
any one can fail to perceive the 
motives of withholding the account 
from the Clerk of the Peace? 
But, my Lord, be the motive what 
it might, of what use, my Lord, 
can this law be, if there be no 
punishment for disobeying it? It 
is, as I have shown, a most salu- 
tary part of the law. ‘If we had 
had this account in our hands in 
due time, the House of Commons 
would not have been imposed 
upon by a falsehood ; that House 
would not have been induced to 
enact as true that which the Lords 
declared to be false. Had I not 
obtained the account just at the 
time when I did obtain it; if I 
had been but one day, or, at most, 
two days later, this Act, with a 
barefaced lie in its preamble, 
would, in all probability have 
passed the House of Lords. This 
part of the law, therefore, is, most 
excellent; but of what use is such 
law if it can be set at defiance 
with wnpunity ? 

Mr. Scarxerr says that the 
Trustees resolved that they would 
not make up any account to be 
transmitted to the Clerk of the 
Peace, until the end of pretty near 
sixteen months after the Act went 
into effect, though the Act says 
that they shall doit in April, Sep- 
tember, or October of every year. 
This he offers as an excuse for his 
client, who was the chairman of 
those resolution-makers! Now, 
my Lord, if they could resolve for 
once, why not resolve for twice or 
three times? If no corrupt motive 
18 to be presumed for this resolu- 
on ; if no corrwpt motive is to be 
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attributed to the Chalrman of tha 
Trustees for this withholding of 
the account from the Clerk of the 
Peace; why should corrupt motive 
be attributed to him or his asso- 
ciates if they withheld the account 
from the Clerk of the Peace tor 
forty years in place of four months? 
And, if no corrupt motive is to be 
attributed for withholding the ac- 
count; and if no punishment be to 
take place, except corrupt motive 
be to be attributed, what, my 
Lord, is the use of this law; and, 
indeed, what is the use of any 
law, by which men “ are re- 
quired” to do, or not to do, cer- 
tain things? 

A great mischief; a monstrous 
public mischief has been pre- 
vented by the production of this 
account’of the Kensington Road; 
but, as I have just shown, it was 
by mere accident that that mis- 
chief did not actually take place, 
owing toa disobedience of the law 
on the part of the Chairman-Trea- 
surer and his associates. It was 
as ‘T'rustee, my Lord, and not as 
Treasurer, that I complained of 
his conduct with regard to this ac- 
count. The Trustees are required 
to hold a meeting, and to cause 
this general account to be made 
out. The form of the account is 
given them ; the time for holding 
the meeting is specified; the ac- 
count is, as we have seen, of the 
zreatest utility ; but, if the Trus- 
tees are to set the law at nought 
with impunity, what use, my 
Lord, again I ask, is this law ! 

The THIRD CHARGE, 
namely, filling the office of Trea- 
surer at the same time that he 
was a Trustee, the office of Trea- 
surer being a place-of profit; this 
charge, like the others, could not 
be denied. As far as I can 








gather, some of the associates of 
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the Chairman-Treasurer swore 
that they believed that he made no 

fit of his office; but, it is curi- 
ous enough that the Chairman- 
Treasurer did not venture himself 
to swear this !- 

Your Lordship and the Court 
could not know that which is now 
known as to the probable profits 
of this Chairman-Treasurer. Af- 
ter my petition went to the Lords, 
the Earl of Essex called for a 
statement of balances left in the 
Treasurer’s hands for the last ten 
years, which balances were re- 
turned as follows: 

6 «i & 
1814... .. 680 17 5 
1815... .. 556 8 102 
1816... ..1529 15 1 
1817... .. 1059 9 10 
1818... ..2216 8 5S 
1819... ..1769 1 :4 


1820... .. 4224 14 0 
1821... .. 3212 8 1 
1822... -.. 3147 17 4 


1823. ....4503 4 10 


See, my Lord, how bold they 
grow with time! Your Lordship 
will be pleased to observe, that 
these are the balances at the end 
of the year; just after Mr. Trea- 
surer has paid up his bills. If we 
had got his aecount made up to 
October, we should very probably 
have found ten thousand pounds 
in his hands. Wowever, he did 
not swear that he made no profit 
by this office of Treasurer. 

As to this matter of the Trea- 
surership, it was never expected 
by me to be deemed sufficient 
ground, or any ground at all for 
a crimimal information. There is 
a penalty in the Act for holding 
an office of profit along with the 
post of Trustee; and, if the office 
of Treasurer is not an office of 
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in this world. The Chairman. 
Treasurer takes care not to swear 
that he makes no profit of his 
balances; no one can believe that 
a man will have such large sums 
of money in his hands, for years 
together, without turning them to 
account. No man will believe 
that securities will be given by 
one who makes no profit of the 
thing. Why should any man be 
desirous of giving bonds and get- 
ting his friends to be bound along 
with him, unless there were projit 
attached to the office? In fact, 
there is profit: there is the hand- 
ling of large sums of money, and, 
as we shall by-and-by see, the in- 
terest of that money year after 
year. And, is it not manifest, 
that if the Treasurer be also a 
Trustee, and especially the Chair- 
man of the Trustees; is it not 
manifest, that he will be likely to 
keep large balances in his hands? , 
Aye, and, as we shall presently 
see, in this case, that he will keep 
such balances in his hands from 
Fyear to year, while the road (that is 
'to say, the public) is actually pay- 
ing interest for borrowed meney ! 
Ifa Trustee can (under the pre- 
sent law) be a Treasurer, both 
these Actsof Parliament are masses 
of inconsistencies and absurdities. 
Sect. 78, of the Act of 1822, for 
auditing accounts, says, ‘‘ That the 
‘« Trustees are required to audit 
“the accounts of the 7reasurers 
“and other officers; that if the 
“ Treasurer shall refuse or neg- 
** lect to produce his accounts, he 
“ shall be dealt with according to 
“ the provisions before mentioned 
“ for dealing with other officers 
“ refusing to account.’” Sect. 47, 
of 4 Geo. 4, Chap. 95, says,— 
“That all officers appointed by 
“ Trustees, shall, when required 





profit, never was there such office 
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“by the Trustees or Commis- 
** stoners, deliver to such Trustees 
“* or Commissioners, or persons 
“ appointed by them, &c. Kc. ac- 
“counts in writing, under their 
** respective hands, of all monies, 
** &c. Ke. and if any such officer 
‘shall refuse or neglect to ac- 
** count, &c. &c. and then the sum- 
“‘ mary mode of bringing him be- 
“* fore one justice, and upon con- 
‘* fession or proof distraining, &c. 
“if necessary ; and to be com- 
“ mitted to the House of Correc- 
** tion, without bail or mainprize 
“« for six months, if not settled be- 
** fore.” Look at Sect. 56, of 
3 Geo. 4, Chap. 126, and then say 
whether it be not monstrous to 
suppose that a Trustee can be a 
Treasurer. 

Thus a Treasurer can be .com- 
mitted to the House of Correction 
for six months; and; if a Trustee 
can be Treasurer, a Trustee may, 
of course, be thus committed. 
Is it not a gross absurdity to sup- 
pose an officer with sureties, and 
liable to imprisonment for neglect 
or refusal of duty; is it not mon- 
strous to suppose the existence of 
such an officer filling a place of 
no profit ? 

As I said before, we are not to 
judge of the average balance 
from that which we find in the 
Chairman-Treasurer’s hands* at 
the end of the year ; but, besides 
this subject of balances, let it be 
recollected that, as Chairman of 
the Trustees, he must naturally 
have heen head man in the making 
of bargains and contracts; so that, 
here he was making the bargains, 
receiving the money with one 

and, paying it out with the other 
hand, or putting it by in the shape 
of balance ; and’ all. this. without 
any liability to control’ or inspec- 
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tion. The Trustees were to audit 
his accounts as Treasurer. He 
was Chairman of the Trustees 
himself; and therefore, he was in 
fact, one of the auditors of his own 
accounts. 

His conduct in this respect ap- 
pears to have been thought by the 
Court more reprehensible than 
} any other part of his conduct. It 
was reprehensible enough cer- 
tainly, and deserved the reproof 
which your Lordship bestowed 
upon it; but, 1 must confess, that 
I think either of the two other 
charges more weighty than this; 
and, in these cases, if the Court 
can give us no redress we can 
have none, for there is no penalty 
allotted in. those cases. If this 
Chairman-Treasurer be not liable 
to punishment for suffering a table 
of tolls, so injurious to the public, 
to be kept up’ at the Kensington 
gates, I do not see why. any Trus- 
tees should be liable to punish- 
ment, or to be called.to account 
in any way whatever, though they 
were to double the tolls, or tripple 
the tolls at turnpike gates under 
their control, And as to the 
withholding the account from the 
Clerk of the Peace, if it can be 
withheld. with impunity for four 
months, who shall say what length 
of time is necessary to cause he 
offender to deserve punishment - 

However, m ord, a great 
deal of what I hie stated here 
must have been wholly unknown 
fo the Court. The Court could 
know nothing of many circum 
stances relative to the lessees; 
nor could it be informed of the con- 
nexion between the’ withholding 
the account.from the Clerk of the 
Peace, and the carrying of 
Bill, through the House: of Com- 


mons, 
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When first there appeared oc-{ Trustees, and particularly the 






easion to make complaints upon! Chairman of the Trustees, were 
this subject, 1 had no desire to do! the cause of this great wrong being 
any thing but to cause to be re-| done to the people. 


stored the money which had been | 
unjustly taken at our turnpike | 
gates. If this object had been. 
accomplished ; if the Cbairman- 
Treasurer had reeommended to 
the Jessee to refund, and if a re- 
funding had aetually taken place, 
I shoukl have been satisfied. 
But, no such recommendation 
was given by the Chairman- 
Treasurer. He was very forward 
’ to assert that Levi wanted nothing 
but substantial justice. Levi was 
equally forward to avow that the 
Chairman was a most honourable 
man. But one had caused a false 
board to be kept up; the other 
pleaded this board in justification 
of taking large sums. of money in 
over-tolls : the Chairman recom- 
mended Levi to suspend taking 
the four-pence halfpenny, and 
Levi at once attended to the re- 
commendation. But, alas} nei- 
ther of them talked of refunding ! 
Whether from ignorance or de- 
sign, between the boards and the 
collectors, large sums of money 
had been unjustly taken from the 
public. The decision at Bow- 
street established that fact. Was 
it not the duty then, my Lord, of 
these Trustees, and particalarly 
of the Chafrman-Treasurer, to see 
the public righted? twas owing 
to their fault that the money had 
been unjustly taken from the pub- 
lic. ‘heir false board was the 
cause, and the ‘sole cause of the 
injustice. When I went to the 
age and questioned the right of 

e collectors to take ‘four-pence 
halfpenny, every one of them bade 
me at his ‘toll-board. It is 
clear then, my Lord, that the 


And again T ask, my Lord, what 
is the use of the law; what pro- 
tection does the law give us, if 
those -who cause such public 
wrongs be not liable to punish- 
ment for so doing? As to their 
motives, it appears to me, that the 
motive is to be inferred from the 
act, and the natural consequences 
of the act. It appears to me, that 
where there is a violation of the 
law, and an injury manifestly and 
naturally proceeding from. that 
violation, bad motive is to be pre- 
sumed, until the party accused 
can show, that the motive was 

ood, or, at least harmless. 

I have offered these remarks to 
your Lordship with very great 
respect for yourself and for the 
Court. Your judgment was pre- 
cisely such as I expected. ‘I was 
by no means anxious to obtain the 
more severe proceeding’ ; and the 
remarks which I have now made 
have been made only because I 


ing about a’ thorough reformation 
in the management of these enor- 
mous concerns of the turnpike 
road, 


I am, your Lordship’s 
Most obedient and 
Most humble Servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 


I cannot dismiss this subject 
without inserting another paper 
connected with the affairs of this 
astonishing road. ‘It was called 
for by the Lords, tocompare it 
with the ‘statement published in 
the last Register, and may amuse 





the reader. 


think them likely to assist in bring- . 
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KENSINGTON TURNPIKE. 
Account of Payments for the Year, from 1 Jun. 1823, to 31 Dec. 1823, 


RECEIPTS, PAYMENTS. 


By Tolls........£14,000 0 0 Interest of Debt....£100 6 0 
a c Salaries to Officers.. 460 0 0 
—— — 324. 0 O Surveyor’s Accounts 2,187 8 5 
‘Lighting the Roads. . 684 17 || 
Watching the Roads 563 11 6 
Payment to Com- 
missioners, for 
Paving Saint $1,000 0 0 
Georges’s, Ha- 
nover Square. . 
Contingencies..,...8,168 4 6 


Sundry Receipts.... 165. 9 10 





£14,519 9 10 








£13,164 2 4 





Amount of Debt (1000/. of which has subsequently £2500 0 0 
been paid off) ....... Ce ccc ese noe career eces 


Arrears of Interest, at 4/. per cent. per annum, 
paid. to Christmas, 1823 .....ccpecnccceccess 


Estimated increased Tolls, by Bill 


——— 


eeeeeeeeaeeneeen eee None. 


Only think of 8,1682. of CON-| same time, as Justice of the 
TINGENCIES! The whole of} Peace, issuing his warrant (0 
the expenditure is 1300 and odd | take composition for Statute duty 
pounds, and here are upwards of |fron us, a part at least of which 
8,000/. of contingencies! In the composition money, must have 
account transmitted to the Clerk | been paid to himse/f, and must 
of the Peace,the salaries to officers | have assisted to swell the balance 
amounted to 6181 Here they |in his hands! Thus have we 
amount to 460/. One never | lived with this Justice-Trustee 
comes to an end, when one gets | Chairman-Treasurer to manage 
into accounts of this description. | the affairs of our roads. 

We see here that there were! Here I close my observations Up- 
324/., received from the parishes | on this subject for the present. A 
in lieu of Statute duty. What great deal of mischief cannot well 
need was there of this, when the | be done between this and the nest 
Treasurer had always such great | Session of Parliament; and then 
balances in his hands. It is cu- | J trust we shall see a complete re 
rious enough too, that our famous | vision of the whole system. 
Chairman-Treasurer, has long | more I think of the matter, a 
been one of the Justices of the | the more I inquire into it, the 
eace, in virtue of whose warrant | more thoroughly.am I convinced, 
the composition for Statute duty | that the turnpike gates at Hyde 
we rere collected fromus! So'| Park Corner, and at Pimlico, 
at, 


re he was, as road Trea- | are wholly unnecessary to any We 
surer, holding a large balance : 








rer, h ful appertaining to this 
arising from the tolls ; and, at the road. The Bill. which the Chait 
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had got through the House of Com- 
mons, and which was thrown out 
of the Lords ; this impudent Bill 


for two gates at Hyde Park Cor- 


was to be a gate across Grosvenor- 
place-road ! Vast “ improvements” 
in contemplation! To beautify 
the streets of Kensington, Fulham, 
and Chelsea, in order to accom- 
modate the people coming up 
from Devonshire and Cornwall ; 
to shut up the people of Grosvenor- 
place like rats in a trap; and to 
make the entrance into the me- 
tropolis, through the greatest tho- 
roughfare in the whole world, re- 
semble the entrance into a large 
prison-yard, a stockade, or a 
barrack, and to establish this 
odious nuisance for anotlier 
quarter of a century by law. 
Again and again I say, that 
this road may be kept in a 
much better state than it is now; 
that it may be watched and light- 
ed more effectually than it is now ; 
that the thousand pound a-year 
may still be paid to St. George’s 
parish, and the gates at Hyde 
Park Corner and, Pimlico pulled 
up and done away for ever. Next 
Session of Parliament will be the 
time for effecting this purpose. 
If our Chairman-Treasurer can 
find nobody to assist him in draw- 
ing up the Bill, I hereby, before- 
hand, offer him my services, and 
I can assure him that no pream- 
ble written by me shall contain an 
impudent lie. 





COUNTY COURT BILL. 


Ii have not beéw an unconcerned 


spectator with reer to this Bill, 
though I have’ said nothing about 
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it. I never thought it would pass, 
or would be likely to pass, and 
therefore I said nothing about it. 
I dare say that the intention of 
the author of it is very good ; but, 
not only am I slow to join in the 
lofty praises of it, I am disposed 
to look upon it as a thing calcu- 
lated to produce mischief instead 
of good. There have been several 
attempts made in the United States 
of America to /essen the number 
and the expense of lawsuits; and 
no man can show an instance in 
which those attempts have not in- 
creased both. After many years 
of contriving and discussing, a 
law was passed in Pennsylvania 
materially to alter the common 
law with this view. From that day 
forward, litigation, lawsuits, law 
expenses, became much greater 
and more numerous than ever ; and 
there arose up what was not much 
known before, a horrible system 
of corrupting juries and arbitra- 
tors. To such a degree lawsuits 


increased, that at last a Court of 


Common Pleas was obliged to. sit 
(and now sits) for the county of Phi- 
ladelphia, the whole year through, 


aye excepted. Such was the re- 
sult 


numberof lawsuits and the amount 


for haying spent three months 
upon this Bill As his Lordship 
has, I dare. say, laboured with a 


the praise most cordially. But, 
let us not conclude, that, because 
his Lordship merits our praise for 


to adopt his Bill. It is no rare 


intentions. 





Sundays and about ten other ' 
there of a scheme to lessenthe — 


of law expenses. The Morning » 
Chronicle praises Lord ener 


view to the public good, 1 join in © 


his industry and zeal, we ought ° 


thing to see Acts full of mischief » 
proceeding from the best possible — 
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MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 


out ENGLAND, for the week end- 
ing 8th May. 


Per Quarter. 6d 
a ein wees An 
BNO cd emmmh cue date 39 7 
DOM kbs ctide tanks 34. «88 
GRR. siddda F555 idS 24 2 
ee iid «VU Gn ocd 38~—Cfd 
Pe ites. HUES 37° 4 


N. B. The average price of Rye 
for last week should have been 
468. ld. instead of. 42s. 4d. 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, 8th May. 


Qrs. Gi 4a & s. dy 
Wheat., 7,896 for 25,537 16 }1 Average, 64 8 
Batley 4,044,... 9,558 5 QD....ccacee 33 7 
Oatas. 8,931,...12054. 3 10... ....... 26 11 
Ry@sccses Woes. +e S218 0, ..ccceses 42 3 


Beans... 1.094.,.. 2,080 MB Renncamans 38 0 
Peas.... 306...... 569 13 ae 2 


Friday, May. 14.—The arrivals 


ofall sorts of Grain this week are]: 


tolerably good. There has. been 
very little trade for Wheat since 
Monday; fine samples. maintain 
that day’s prices, but other quali- 


ties are nearly unsaleable. Barley. 


remains very doll. In Beans and 
Peas no alteration. Qats sell on 
full as good terms as last quoted, 
but sales. have not been extensive 
tosday.. 


Monday, May 17.—The arrivals: 


ofall sorts of Corn dast week were 
tolerably fair for this season. of 
the year. This morning there are. 


Markers. 





only smali fresh supplies of Wheat, 
Barley, Beans, and Peas, from 
Essex, Kent, and Suffolk, and afew 
more vessels with Oats from the 
North. Fine dry samples of Wheat 
are scarce, and our Millers pur- 
chase such descriptions with ea- 
gerness, at rather more money than 
last Monday, buat all other qualities 
still sell so very heavily, that they 
cannot be disposed of without sub- 
mitting to less priees. 


That the bonded Barley will be 
liberated next week is considered 
nearly certain, the trade for Barley 
is therefore excessively heavy, ex- 
cept for Malting samples, all other 
sorts are reported 1s. per qr. lower 
than last Monday, yet very few 
sales could be effected. There has 
been a free demand for Beans, ou 
full as good terms as.this day se’n- 
night. Loiling Peas are getting 
searee, and having a fair demand 
to-day, they are Is. per qr. dearer. 
Grey Peas find buyers readily at 
the same prices as last quoted. 
There has been a tolerable free 
trade for Oats to-day, and the best 
tees are quoted Is. per qt 

igher. The Flour trade conti- 
nues excessively dull. 


| Prices on board Ship as under. 


Wheat; red, (old) ... .. .62s, to 72s. 
white, (old)... .48s. — 78s. 
——— red; (mew) .,..42s. — 485. 
fine .....5.+. 40s. — 58s. 
———. superfine, .....60s. — 63s. 
white, (new). . .48s. — 52s. 
——~——— fine ...... .«. OAS, — 623. 

superfine. ..., .65s, — 70. 
Flour, per sack ,,,,..55s. — 605. 
Seconds .......; 50s, — 508. 
—-— North Country ...46s, — 90% 

















—_—_—_——— 


Price of Bread,—The price: of 
the 4lb, Loaf is. stated, at. 104d. by 
the full-priced Bakers,. 
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ACCOUNT OF WHEAT, &c. ARRIVED IN THE PORT OF LONDON, 
From May 10 to May 14, both inclusive. 


Whence. 


AberdeeD cosccccccesecs 
Aldbro’ 

Alemowuth ...cccvccceces 
Baa 20 «ss 


Bridgewater 40,0 


Bridport... 

Bostou 

Bridlington 

Clay 
Dartmouth......cscceess 
Colchester 

Harwich t are 
Leigh.... { & 

Maldon .. ‘ 
Eastbourne ... 


Hastings 
Hull 
Inverness 
ML os ecnene 


Plymouth .«éecececeee seseees, 
TE cect nieetnetieliivie 
Spalding 

SRorehmm ode ccd.cdps's'ocsiegivece 
Southwold . 
Steckton. eee 0899.00 09.8 6 Sorter 
Whitby véjtttneee sarees 42 2b 402 
Wisbeach . CF SRP ace FU} 4 
Woodbridge ceGivcncssccsethunth 
VERA «oo 00.0 4c bee Rh os 
ROG we abs. Lncccecnwedbibes 
Waterford .........- 

Wexford voosetinatebnes 


PORRIR 000 nccegesesecenosons 


PUREE .é00 04060 4s 


Wheat. 


570 


1370 


Bariey. 


“488 


"78 
113 


“205 
270 


. 
ee 


oe +e 


Malt. 


ee re 
¥ 


80 


20765 | 


eee 


55 


fe |. 


Oats. 
279 


1026 
1 2298 


2290 
1370 


Flour. 


“40 
"12 
135 
900 
752 
40 
580 


185 

867 
Hie 
"200 


veee 


290 
1710 


65 


1275 & 








7671, 





2671 





A617, 





180277 








| 573 
1275 6 


Aggregate Quantity: of other kinds of Pulse imported during the Week : 
Rye, —; Pease, 766 ; Tares, 710; Linseed, 1435; Rapeseed, —; 
Brank, 16, Mustard, —; » Flax, —; and Seeds, 143 quarters, 
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SEEDS, &c. 


Price on board Ship as under, 


a 6 
Clover, red, Foreign per cwt 50 2 
white, ditto..dittlo .. 44 76 
red, English, ditto .. 56 80 
white, ditto..ditto .. 52 74 
Rye Grass ...... -?perqr... 25 44 
Turnip, new, white..perbush. 10 12 
red & green ..ditto.. 10 16 
yellow Swedes ditto... 9 11 
Mustard, white ......ditto.. 7 Ill 

brown,..... ditto.. 8 14 
Carraway ........ percwt 50 52 
Coriander..........ditto .. 8 13 
Sanfoin. . ccccceee ce perqr... 30 38 
BUG sovccdoceses perewt 18 25 
Ribgrass ..........ditto ., 28 40 
Canary, common ..perqr... 40 48 























fine .. 2.0: ditto .. 48 60 

BOOS cccccense - 2. perbush. 3 5 

Hempseed .. . perqr... 38 42 
Linseed for crushing 

Bereign -...<'s<0s ditto .. 30 40 
fine English 

for sowing ...... ditto .. 42 48 


Rapeseed, 267. to 28/. per last. . 
Foreign Tares, -2s. 6d. to -4s. 

Linseed OilCake, 9/.10s. to .10/. per 1000 
Foreign ditto, 5/. to 5/. 106. per ton, 
Rape ‘Cake, 41. 15s. to 5l, per ton. 





Monday, May 17.—The arrivals 
from Ireland last week were 2348 
bales of Bacon; and from Foreign 
ports, 3743 casks of Butter. 


‘ 
* City, 19 May 1824. 


BACON, 


There seems to be a very general 
opinion that Bacon will ‘not be 
lower at present. The principal 
stocks are in the hands of those 
who are able to hold them.—On 


board, 53s, to 54s.—Landed, 56s. 
to 57s, 
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BUTTER. 


As anew season is at hand, there 
is very little doing in this article. 
Prices of Irish are nominal New 


English is selling at from 94s, to 
100s. 


CHEESE. 
Cheshire, 64s. to 84s.—Derby, 


64s. to 70s.—Double Gloucester, 
66s. to 72s.— Loaf, 68s, to 74s. 





SMITHFIELD, Monday, May 17. 


Per Stone of 8 or § are 


d. d. 
Beef .........3 3 to 4 8 
Mutton.......4 4—5 2 
OE «seiner 4 4—6 0 
TOE SS. 53 A Em § GC 
Lamb ......5 4—6 8 


Beasts .. . 2,341 | Sheep ... 15,390 
Calves .... 170 | Pigs ...... 210 


NEWGATE (same day). 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 


. s. . .@ $s. 
Beefoe.ce...3 0. to 4 
Mutton.......3 4—4 
Veal........3 8—5 

| Pork........3 4—9 
LamD,...020..4 4 — 6 


~~ &-& © FP OF 


LéapeNHALL, (same day-) 


Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 
Peni g s. d. s d. 
Beef.........2 10 to4 9% 
Mutton.......34—4 ° 
Veal........3 .8—5 4 
Pork........3 8—5 9 
Lamb........4 6—6 4 
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POTATOES. HAY and STRAW, per Load. 


SpITaLFieLps—per Ton, Smithfield—Hay .. 80s. to 95s. 

Ware ...... 2 5to 315 Straw ...40s. to 48s. 

{ Middlings....1 15 —2 0 Clover 100s. tol20s, 
= Chats ...:.. 115—0 9 pa: 9 

BH Common'iea’o "0 — 0 0 | Semele Haye. tee 

7 Boroveu.—per Ton. * Clover 100s. to126s. 

Ware ois. 210 to 315 Whitechapel. Hay ..80s. to110s, 

Middlings....1 165 — 2 0 Straw. 42s. to 50s. 

i ee 1145—0 0O Clover..100 tol26s, 


Common Red 2 10 — 3 10 








COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 


By the QuarTER, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday to 
Saturday last, inclusive. 


The Scotch Markets are the Returns of the Week before.* 




















Wheat. Barley. Oats. Beans. Pease. 

s. tos. d.| s. tos. d.| s. tos. d.| 8. tos. d.| s. tos. do 
Aylesbury ...... | 56 640) 35 380/25 290/36 440; 0 OO 
Banbury.....-.- | 60 660/35 380/23 280/40 440); 0 00 
Basingstoke .... | 52 710/30 360] 23 260/40 460; 0 OO 
Bridport......... 56 720)24 280/18 220/40 00; 0 OO 
Chelmsford....... | 52 72 0 | 33 36 0) 24 300/34 440/ 34 380 
Derby..+.++---- | 66 800) 36 440) 27 320/42 500] 0 00 
Devizes.....0 cece 49 740)30 380)27 320/|40 500; 0 OO 
Dorchester...... | 48 720 | 24 330/22 260); 38 470; 0 OO 
Exeter...+.+.... | 66 760/28 350/18 240;}40 440; 0 OO 
Guildford........ | 52 720/34 400/| 23 300/)}40 4806) 39 410 
Henley........6. | 52 760/35 390) 24 30 0}; 38 440) 36 45 0 
Horncastle...... | 60 69 0/24 320/18 270/40 500|} 0 00 
Hungerford....... | 47 69 0 |.26 340]18 310/36 440| 0 00 
MOEN on seas tae -|48 640; 0 0025 280;'°0 O00; 0 O00 
Lynn ....++.-.. | 50 640/28 310); 20 250) 38 390; 0 00 
Newbury .....s.. | 32 760/28 360) 24 300/36 430/40 OO 
Newcastle ...... 1/50 70030 370/23 290) 36 420); 36 440 
Northampton.... | 58 660} 34 370/{ 22 270/40 430] 0 OO 
Nottingham .... | 64 00)40 00)27 .00;);44 00; 0 O00 
Reading ........ | 50 .€0 0 | 28 440] 22 300) 35 440) 34 440 
Stamford......... | 60 680/30 370); 22 270°} 40 490| 6 OO 
Swansea......../65 00/38 00/28 900; 0 00; 0 OO 
a Ke 64 00:37 00;:29 00; 0 00; 0 O90 
Uxbridge ........ | 52 780/35 400/25 310/36 440) 34 420 
Warminster...... | 46 660/25 38 0| 22 300; 40 540/] 0 OO 
Winchester....... | 43 710/30 360;20 260] 0 O00] 0 O86 
Varmouth........ | 60 67°0}) 30 340} 24 2890) 36 390/36 480° 
Dalkeith* ...... | 30 3661.25 326] 18 240] 20 240] 20 240° 
Haddington®..,. | 26 356/24 310! 18 2361 18 220! 18 22.0 


* Dalkeith and Haddington are given by the bod/.—The Scotch boll for Wheat, 
Rye, Pease, and Beans, is three per cent. more than 4 bushels. The dol of 
Barley and Oats, is about 6 bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared with the 
English quarter. 
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_ Liverpool, May 11.—Again we have to advise that each description 
of Grain was heavy sale at this market throughout the past week. and 
at a reduction in value for inferior qualities of Wheat. At this day’s 
market there was but little business done, although it was tolerably 
well attended, and each description of Wheat may be considered 2] 
to 3d. per bushel lower than our last general quotations. In conse. 
quence of the malting season having terminated, Barley has declined 
4d. to Gd. per bushel; and Flour may be purchased 1s. to 2s. per sack 
below the prices of last Tuesday. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 4th to the 10th May 1824, inclusive: 
-——Wheat, 5822 ; Oats, 17,738; Barley, 652; Malt, 1080; Beans, 467; 
and Peas, 753 quarters. Oatmeal, 360 packs, of 240 lbs. Flour, 468 
sacks, of 280 Ibs. Flour, from Europe and America, 2396 barrels. 


Norwich, May 15.—Wheat, 58s. to 63s.; Barley, (a dull sale) 285. to 
31s.; and Oats, 27s. to 30s. per qr. 


Bristol, May 15.—The Corn markets here are exceedingly dull, and 
the following prices are with difficulty obtained :—Best Wheat from 
8s. 3d. to 8s. Gd.; inferior ditto, 5s, Gd. to 7s. 3d.; Barley, 2s. 9d. to 
4s. lvéd.; Oats, 2s. 6d. to 3s. Gd.; Beans, 3s. 9d. to 5s. 6d.; and Malt, 
5s, to 7s. 6d. per bushel. Flour, Seconds, 30s. to 50s. per bag. 


Birmingham, May 13.—Wheat was 1s. per quarter dearer to-day, and 
Flour a heavy sale, with a reduction of 2d. per 14 Ibs. on the retail 
price. The weather being favourable for malting, fine Barley, of which 
there was little at market, sold freély; inferior qualities not lower. 
Oats were scarce, and full 2s. per quarter dearer. Beans maintained 
recent quotations. Malt dull. Supplies throughout the trade were 
only moderate.—Wheat, 8s. 6d. to 8s. 10d. per 60 Ibs.; Barley, 34s. to 
42s.; Malt, 60s. to 64s. ; and Oats, 28s. to 30s. per quarter; Beans, 17s. 
to 19s. per tenscores ; Peas, 36s. to 40s. per quarter. Fine Flour, 54. 
to 57s.; Second ditto, 50s. per sack. | 


Ipswich, May 15.—We had to-day a good supply of Wheat, but nota 
large one of other Grain. Wheat was rather cheaper, but there was 
so little disposition to submit to a decline, that little business was done. 
In other Grain no alteration. Prices as follow:—Wheat, 54s. to 66s.; 
Barley, 30s. to 34s.; Beans, 36s. to’38s.; and Oats, 26s. to 28s. per qr. 


Wisbech, May 15.—The little business done in our‘Corn market this 
day was on nearly the same terms as this day week with regard 10 
prime Wheat; the second and inferior sorts rather lower. Oats of 2 
good quality brisk in sale, but no advance. | 


Boston, May 12.—This market continues to be thinly supplied with 
Grain, and but very few samples offering to-day. Prime samples ° 
Wheat meet with buyers at an advance, but inferior ones remain heavy 
ondemand. Oats are rather brisk on sale. Prices as follow :— Wheat, 
60s. to 66s.; Oats, 20s. to 26s.; Beans, 36s. to 43s. per quarter. 


Wakefield, May 14.—There is a fair supply of Grain this week. The 
demand for Wheat to-day was only trifling, and confined entirely to the 
best samples, for which there can be no alteration noted.in value ; but 
the inferior sorts are offering at rather less money. There has bees 
very little inquiry for Barley; fine qualities maintained their price; 
other descriptions are nominal. In-Oats, Shelling, and Beans there 1s 
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no alteration. Some forced sales of Rapeseed have been made during 
the week, at very low prices, which has produced a little more inquiry 
for this article.— Wheat, old and new, 60s. to 74s. ; Barley, 26s, to 358.5 __ 

' Beans, old and new, 38s. to 49s. per qr. 63 lbs. per bushel; Potatoe 
Oats, 28s. to 32s. per quarter; Mealing Oats, 14d, to 143d. per stone 

of 14Ibs. ; Shelling, 36s. to 37s. per load of 261 Ibs. ; Malt, 42s. to 44s, 
per load of 6 bushels; Flour, 50s. to 53s. per sack of 280lbs.; and 

' Rapeseed, 23/. to 26/. per last. 





AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
& England and Wales, for the Week ended May 8, 1824. 


Wheat, Barley. Oats. 


S. d. $. d. $. d. 
pT A Pee ee a a 
SP ef pees fe OR oe Tt: ... ae SR... OS 
| ee eee or 62 11....37 2... 25 5 
WL Foc wlack os 4ecende SS 4...,8t 3:.. 4% 9 
Ps oc kcnSbebieestzess 62 10:...33'10:;.. .24 N 
Cambridgeshire ........ 50 11....33 2....22 9 
SE eek aeunas ga eid ie Vexcctl Moran © 
Lincolnshire ............ Ga 9....86 O...82-6 
SOGRSEEED. cc.anesseetendds 63 10,....36 3....22.'5 
| | ig eR 68 3....40 0....33 6 
Northumberland ........ 59 4....39 8....24311 
Cumberland .........+.. 69 7....46 2....34 0O 
Westmoreland .......... 60 3....48 0....84 2 
iE Ie. Se SE 69 3....40 0:...29 9 
a ltt ml SF Face ct Heeike o 
Gloucestershire..........64 5....34 8....25 1 
Somersetshire .......... 64 10....35 9....23 4 
Monmouthshire,....... .- 66 8....36 3....24 0 
Devonshire...... epia diode 66 6....33 11....19 6. 
IS f 5 5 sas do ued sen 62 4....34 7....27 4 
Dorsetshire ......... ,..61 4....30 9....23 4 
Hampshire .,..........2.08 8....32 4....23 5 
North Wales ............ 74 4....45 7....25 6 
South Wales... ........68 .4....38 2....20 6 















Total Quantity of Com returned as Sold in the Maritime Districts, 
for the Week ended May 8. 


Wheat. .35,484 qrs. | Barley. . 15,496 qrs. | Beans, ...3,709 qrs. 
Rye .... 1,973 qrs. | Oats... .30,795 qrs. | Peas...... 744 qrs. 









COUNTRY CATTLE anno MEAT MARKETS, &c. 


Norwich Castle Meadow, May 15.—A prime show of fat Beasts ap- 
peared at market to-day, and which obtained a better price than last 
aarket, fetching from 6s. 3d. to 6s. Gd. per stone of 14lbs. Many sales 
of Hoggetts took place, from 30s. to 35s. per head; fat Mutton, 6s. to 
> Gs. 3d. per stone of 141bs. There were a great many lean Beasts on 
ie Hill, but owing to the high price (4s. 6d. per stone) demanded, but 
ew sales were eflected. | : weer 
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Horncastle, May 15.—Beef, 6s. to 6s. 6d. per stone of 14 Ibs.; Mut. 
mem to 6d.; Pork, 5d. to 6d. ; Lamb, 8d. to 9d. ; and Veal, Gd. to 71. 
per Ib. 

Bristol, May 13.-—Last week we gave higher prices for Beef and 
Mutton, the liveliness of which market caused a very full supply to- 
day ; we should therefore say, prices are the same as this day fortnight. 

At Morpeth market on Wednesday, there was a short supply of 
Cattle and Sheep ; there being very few buyers, both met with dull sale, 
and prices were lower.—Beef, from 4s. 9d. to 5s. 3d.; and Mutton, 
5s, Gd. to 6s. Gd. per stone, sinking offals. 

At Leicester Fair on Wednesday, there was a large supply of Cattle 
of every description, which went off éxceedingly brisk ; good Horses 
were in great demand. 

At Allendale Town Fair, Northumberland, on the 7th inst. there was 
a large supply of Cattle, in great demand, and prices high. 

Boston Fortnight Market, May 12. was very largely attended, and on 
account of the rain which has taken place since the Fair, prime Sheep 
advanced full 2s. and 3s. per head; Meated Beasts were brisk in 
demand, and the market cleared at an early hour. 





HOPS. 
Maidstone, May A3.—The Hops 


COTTON MARKET. 


Friday, May 14.—The active de- 
mand prevailing for some weeks 


keep on growing, and look very fair 
at present, and as there are not 
any complaints about vermin yet, 
the trade is literally at a stand, no- 
thing doing whatever. 


Worcesler, May 8.—113 pockets 
of Old Hops wore this day weighéd, 
in our market. The Hop trade is 
rather brisk, and prices are firm at 
our last quotation.» The warm days 
and nights have continued to bring 
the bine forward, but it is feared 








that the present cold winds. will 
again check it. 





past in our Cotton market has, dur- 
mg the’ present, subsided, owing 
principally to a partial cessation of 
buying for the’ country, till after 
thea aching India sale: the in- 
warthor exportation is still good, 
though not many orders have been 


executed. The salesare about 1,200 
bags of all kinds, at full prices. 


COAL MARKET, May 14. 
Ships at Market: ' Skips sold. Price. 
41¢Neweastle. .16 . .32s. Gd. to 39s. 6d. 
17,Sunderland 8$.. 31s. 0¢.—41s. Od. 
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